[Persistent and serious lack of data on chronic disorders in Dutch children].
A recent report summarizes the available knowledge on chronic disorders in children in The Netherlands. There is a striking lack of high-quality data on the prevalence of common disorders such as attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), atopic eczema, and abdominal pain. Reliable prevalence figures were available for only 34 out of a total of 284 chronic disorders. These affected a total of 4% of all children in the general population--the real prevalence ofchronic disease in children must be considerably higher. There is an even greater lack of studies on the impact of chronic disorders in childhood on quality of life and social and emotional well-being in later life.